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CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, September 17, 2012 

 

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, 

Missouri was held on Monday, September 17, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall 

Council Chambers, at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard.  Present were Mayor James J. 

Beck, Council Members Ed Notter, Camille Greenwald, Gina Mitten, Rick 

Vilcek, Michael Jones, Rob Jacknewitz, Connie Williams and Matt Casey.  Also 

present were Amy Hamilton, City Manager, and Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Mayor Beck called a Public Hearing to hear public comment on the establishment 

of the City's tax rates for the year 2012. 

 

Bill No.  5354 Levies and establishes the rate of annual taxes for municipal 

purposes to be collected in the year 2012.   

 

Bill No.  5355 Levies and establishes the rate of annual taxes for Library 

purposes to be collected in the year 2012.   

 

Bill No.  5356   Levies and establishes the rate of annual taxes for Police and 

Firemen Retirement Fund to be collected in the year 2012.   

 

Ms. Hamilton presented details of the setting of the tax rates for the year 2012 and 

stated a handout was available to the public for their review. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the City has received the post-Board of Equalization 

numbers and all information is updated in the public hearing handout. (Note: 

handout attached to official minutes) 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the rates are based on assessed value, and as this is a non-

reassessment year, there was no assessment done, but includes any new real estate 

properties or personal property which has come onto the tax rolls or any which 

may have gone off the rolls. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated there were no dramatic changes, noting the rates in a non-

reassessment year for the General Fund and Pension Commercial are at their 

ceiling, minus the voluntary roll-back that the City has taken for some years.  Ms. 

Hamilton stated the Library rates and the Police & Fire Pension Residential and 

Personal Property Rates are raised to their allowable ceilings in this non-

reassessment year, thus allowing for continued operations with increased 
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operating capital and retirement requirements. 

 

At approximately 7:38 p.m., with no further questions from the audience or 

Council, Mayor Beck declared the Public Hearing, closed. 

 

REGULAR MEETING 

 

The Regular Meeting was called to order at 7:38 p.m. with all members present. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

Mayor Beck read a Proclamation honoring Richmond Heights “Night Out Against 

Crime”.  Mayor Beck encouraged the Council and residents to attend the block 

parties planned for the evening of September 18 and stated the city-wide event 

reinforces our goals for crime-free neighborhoods while strengthening neighborly 

bonds.  Mayor Beck stated there were about 24 parties planned he hoped everyone 

will participate. 

 

Mr. Jones stated the Police Department has made a number of promotions and 

reassignments; Tim Schilli has been promoted to Sergeant; Gerry Rohr has been 

assigned to Detective Sergeant and Jason Tharp has been assigned as Senior 

Officer.  Mr. Jones congratulated the department and wished them well in their 

new assignments. 

 

Mr. Jones stated he had represented the City in the September 9 Grand Opening 

of the St. Louis Modern Chinese School located in what was the former Panera 

Bread building on Clayton Road. Mr. Jones he was very impressed with the newly 

remodeled facility and enjoyed participating in the ceremony, saying there were a 

large number of people attending.  Mr. Jones stated our new officer, Danielle Fox, 

did a nice job attending to the crowd and complimented her for her work at the 

event. 

 

Mr. Jones stated the Celebrate Richmond Heights event on September 8 went 

very well and stated the plans for the 100
th

 anniversary next year were shaping up 

to include many memorable events for everyone.  Mr. Jones stated the next 

meeting of the Centennial Committee will be September 27 at The Heights at 7:00 

p.m. and he hoped residents would attend to offer assistance and opinions on the 

developing plans for the year-long celebration. 

 

Mr. Jones updated the Council and audience on the Veteran’s Memorial Gazebo 

project; the committee’s printing of a brochure describing the project and the 

committee’s research on the paver bricks that will be part of the Memorial.   

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

JoAnn Bailey-1513 Banneker-stated she had a difference of opinion than Mayor 
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Beck regarding his letter of September 14, 2012; stating she did not believe the 

majority of residents had indicated they wanted to sell their properties when the 

effort began to redevelop the Hadley area.  Ms. Bailey asked that the materials she 

quoted from become part of the minutes of tonight’s meeting.  (16 pages) 

 

Mayor Beck stated he disagreed with her statements and felt she had picked out 

particular statements to illustrate her point and that there were other documents 

that illustrated and reinforced his statement as well.  Mayor Beck stated he would 

accept her materials and have them attached to tonight’s minutes. 

 

Reggie Finney-7920 Hicks-stated he recalled a survey taken by the City 

regarding the residents that were interested in selling during the time period 

mentioned by the previous speaker which may give validity one way or the other; 

he said he can’t recall the actual numbers.  Mr. Finney stated he had come tonight 

to ask the Council to consider removing the 5-year encumbrance on the creek area 

property the City had given him that is adjacent to his property.  Mr. Finney asked 

if the encumbrance could be removed as he now understands the County is freely 

giving away similar adjacent properties elsewhere without any encumbrance.   

 

Mayor Beck stated he would have Staff look into this request. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion for approval of the minutes 

of the Regular Meeting of September 4, 2012.  Carried unanimously. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Lease signage renewal 

The Tower-1034 S. Brentwood 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked if the Council wished to approve the request by Cassidy-

Turley at 1034 S. Brentwood to renew the signage promoting leasing of space in 

their building.  Council had previously approved the signage for one year and they 

are now asking for renewal, noting the building is 36% vacant and this sign would 

be of assistance in future leasing. 

 

Mr. Jones asked what would happen if the building changed hands as it has been 

up for sale.  Mr. Jones stated he did not want a new owner to change the purpose 

or wording of this sign. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the agreement would be for the leasing of space and just tied 

to reducing the vacancy rate in the building and the Council would be able to 

withdraw the permission if they were uncomfortable about any new signage. 
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Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion to allow the signage to 

continue for another year.  Carried unanimously. 

 

New City Logo 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the city has introduced plans for a new logo design in honor 

of the upcoming City centennial.  Ms. Hamilton stated the Council, residents and 

employees have been given the opportunity to consider their preference and offer 

comments on choices of logos prepared by our consultant, Twist.  This process 

has allowed us to narrow down designs and submit to the Council the two 

variations of the most popular, with additional modifications as to color and some 

other design changes.  Ms. Hamilton asked the Council to review the proposed 

logos and offer feedback, stating we need to firm up the decision so we may move 

the process along to prepare for the December 10 kick-off where we will unveil 

the new City logo. 

 

Mr. Notter asked if we necessarily needed a new logo. 

 

Mayor Beck stated with upcoming anniversary and the opportunity to make a 

refreshing change, it was decided it might be time to update the City’s logo. 

 

Update on Hadley Township Redevelopment Area 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated Menard’s has need of an extension on their deadline to 

execute the Preliminary Funding Agreement and Ms. Hamilton noted that 

everyone has heard the news about Pace’s withdrawal from their project.  Ms. 

Hamilton stated representatives from both projects are here tonight. 

 

Pace Properties 

Rick Randall 

 

Mr. Rick Randall, representative from Pace Properties 1401 S. Brentwood, stated 

he had reported to the City on last Friday, September 14, that Pace had ceased 

their efforts to develop the north area portion of the Hadley area. 

 

Mr. Randall stated Pace had used a negotiation formula regarding the purchase 

price of the property and while a number of property owners had agreed and 

signed contracts, there was a handful or less of those who did not want to sell at 

all and a larger group that was not happy with the economic offer Pace was able 

to make.  Mr. Randall stated they had even gone back to review the project 

overall to possibly see if it was possible to do it in a cheaper way to be able to 

offer more compensation but as they looked at it, it even worked in reverse in that 

it may have been more expensive than initially thought.  Mr. Randall stated that 

from the statement that Pace made in the beginning that they were not interested 

in using eminent domain, it was evident this project was not going to happen. 
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Mr. Randall stated he has worked with a lot of communities and feels the 

communication and cooperation with the Council and City staff of Richmond 

Heights has been exceptional and they have always provided the best help and 

information to Pace. 

 

Mr. Randall stated he has met a number of fine people in dealing with the project 

area’s residents and hopefully a healing process can begin to bring this 

neighborhood back. 

 

Menard, Inc. 

Peter Sheahan 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated Mr. Sheahan, representative from Menard’s is here to make 

the request to Council for an extension of time for them to execute the 

Preliminary Funding Agreement to November 20, 2012. 

 

Mr. Sheahan updated the Council on their progress on the property acquisition, 

stating they were a bit behind in getting the contracts out ,  Mr. Sheahan reported 

that over the past six-eight weeks they have been meeting with the majority of the 

home owners and commercial property owners in the project area.   

 

Mr. Sheahan stated that in the last few weeks they have made progress with 

homeowners and feel confident that they should be able to get their group under 

contract.  Mr. Sheahan stated they are meeting with 3-4 people daily and have yet 

to meet anyone who did not want to sell but while some may be apart on pricing 

issues, they are confident within the next 30 days to have people under contract.  

Mr. Sheahan also stated that there are a few owners of multiple properties that are 

very close on deals with them.  Mr. Sheahan stated that they are confident they 

can work with pricing that allows us to move forward. 

 

Mr. Sheahan stated that with Pace out of their project, there will have to be some 

modifications of the site plan, but feel they can work through this. 

 

Mr. Vilcek asked what percentage of property owners were under contract now. 

 

Mr. Sheahan stated it is about 20% at this time and could have 50% next week. 

Mr. Sheahan stated he was comfortable that within the next 30 days they would 

be at 60%-70%, if not higher. 

 

Mr. Jones asked about the storm water retention pond which was to be worked out 

with Pace. 

 

Mr. Sheahan stated the initial plans were to work with Pace on shared plans for 

utilities, etc. but are comfortable that even with some changes to the site plan they 

will be able to accommodate the project. 
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Mayor Beck stated we feel the 60 days extension will accommodate your needs. 

 

Mullenix-Richmond Heights Redevelopment Corporation 

 

Mr. Mike Mullenix, representative of Mullenix-Richmond Heights 

Redevelopment Corporation updated the Council on the history of their project at 

Clayton and Brentwood since the initial proposal in 2003. 

 

Mr. Mullenix spoke of the progress of their project from the signing of the 

Redevelopment Agreement with the City in 2003, their project talks with the 

owners of the University Club Tower on parking issues, issues with MoDOT’s 

interest in some of their property at time previous to building the hotel, the failed 

U-Club agreement on the shared parking for the two hotels due to ownership 

change of the U-Club, acquiring commitment to build the Homewood Suites and 

distress of market conditions in financing to build the second hotel in 2008. Mr. 

Mullenix spoke of multiple issues regarding the project, from parking concerns to 

the necessity of building their own sewers, etc. to accommodate the construction 

of the Homewood and other challenges as they worked through the process of this 

development. 

 

Mr. Mullenix stated that in 2010, they purchased the needed parking lot property 

which will now accommodate parking for a second hotel without the U-Club’s 

assistance, but noted that with a recent real estate transaction, it is understood that 

the University Club property will be under new ownership and this owner has 

indicated they are willing to work with Mullenix on parking issues. 

 

Mr. Mullenix stated that lenders today are now more interested in providing 

financing; saying they are not there yet but there is more interest and two local 

lenders have given them reason to be optimistic about a new project.  Mr. 

Mullenix presented the Council with two letters (Heartland Bank and Pulaski 

Bank) which indicated they were interested in hearing more about the Mullenix 

project. 

 

Gregg Mullenix of Equis Hospitality showed the Council display boards of the 

proposed development including the existing hotel and the proposed second hotel 

and parking garage, noting there would be banquet space and a restaurant 

connected with the new hotel and a parking garage for at least 500 cars.  Mr. 

Mullenix stated the new, efficient design will create a workable environment that 

will give great access to all using the hotel space, restaurant, and parking 

facilities.  Mr. Mullenix stated the new and efficient design will save money and 

are in the process of working on cost estimates on this plan, working toward 

design/development and permitting plans. 

 

Mr. Vilcek asked about the parking structure and walkway concerns. 
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Mr. Mullenix stated there will be a 6-story parking structure but no elevated 

walkway but will have a surface walkway with pedestrian friendly designation.  

Mr. Mullenix stated an overhead walkway was in conflict with the utility rights- 

of-way at that location. 

 

Mr. Mullenix stated they are committed to this project, stating they “own it” and 

are wanting to get this moving to completion. 

 

Mr. Casey asked what if the City did not agree to amending the Agreement. 

 

Mr. Mullenix stated it would put our financing in jeopardy.  Mr. Mullenix stated 

that new hotel constructions are still a bit wary, but some note projects are 

moving forward, mentioning the Brentwood planned new hotel. 

 

Mr. Mullenix stated that now they are owners of the land, they can move forward 

with the parking without having to depend on any agreement with The Tower 

cooperation , but indications are now they may be willing to discuss other 

arrangements. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that Phase II includes the second hotel and the parking 

garage. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Heinz stated he would reserve his report to the Closed Session. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 

None. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

Bill No. 5353; first reading 

A Boundary Adjustment combining Lot 3 of McKnight Woods 

At 9037 McKnight Woods & Western 5’ of Adjacent Lot 4 at 

9033 McKnight Woods in the City of Richmond Heights, MO. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill 

No. 5352.  Carried unanimously. Bill No. 5353 was presented and read. 

 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE FINAL PLAT FOR A BOUNDARY 
ADJUSTMENT COMBINING ALL OF LOT THREE OF MCKNIGHT 
WOODS, LOCATED AT 9037 MCKNIGHT  WOODS AND THE 
WESTERN FIVE (5’) FEET OF ADJACENT LOT 4, AT 9033 MCKNIGHT 
WOODS IN THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI. 
 

Bill No. 5353 was laid over to the next meeting. 
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Bill No. 5354; first reading 

Levies and establishes the rate of annual 

taxes for Municipal Purposes to be collected  

for the year 2012. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill 

No. 5354. Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5354 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE LEVYING AND ESTABLISHING THE RATE OF 

ANNUAL TAXES FOR MUNICIPAL PURPOSES TO BE COLLECTED IN 

THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, FOR THE YEAR 2012. 

 

Bill No. 5354 was laid over to the next meeting. 

 

Bill No. 5355; first reading 

Levies and establishes the rate of annual taxes 

for Library purposes to be collected in the 

year 2012. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill 

No. 5355.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5355 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE LEVYING AND ESTABLISHING THE RATE OF 

ANNUAL TAXES FOR LIBRARY PURPOSES TO BE COLLECTED IN THE 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, FOR THE YEAR 2012. 

 

Bill No. 5355 was laid over to the next meeting. 

 

Bill No. 5356; first reading 

Levies and establishes the rate of annual taxes 

Police and Fireman Retirement Fund to be collected 

in the year 2012. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Williams seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill 

No. 5356.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5356 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE LEVYING AND ESTABLISHING THE RATE OF 

ANNUAL TAXES FOR THE POLICE AND FIREMEN RETIREMENT FUND 

TO BE COLLECTED IN THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, 

FOR THE YEAR 2012. 

 

Bill No. 5356 was laid over to the next meeting. 

 

Bill No. 5357; first reading 

Approves Second Amended & Restated Redevelopment 

Agreement between Mullenix Richmond Heights Redevelopment 
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Corporation & the City of Richmond Heights for Redevelopment 

Area known as the Brentwood Boulevard/Clayton Road  

Redevelopment Area. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a motion for the first reading of Bill 

No. 5357.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No. 5357 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, 

APPROVING A SECOND AMENDED AND RESTATED REDEVELOPMENT 

AGREEMENT BY AND BETWEEN THE MULLENIX RICHMOND 

HEIGHTS REDEVELOPMENT CORPORATION AND THE CITY OF 

RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI. 

 

Bill No. 5357 was laid over to the next meeting. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution No. 12-18 

Extends the time for Menard, Inc.to 

sign and fund a Preliminary Funding Agreement 

for the Southern Portion of the Hadley Township  

Redevelopment Area to November 20, 2012. 

 

Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Williams seconded a motion to read Resolution No. 12-

18. Carried unanimously.  Resolution No,. 12-18 was presented and read. 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND 

HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, EXTENDING THE TIME FOR MENARD, INC. TO 

SIGN AND FUND A PRELIMINARY FUNDING AGREEMENT FOR THE 

SOUTHERN PORTION OF THE HADLEY TOWNSHIP REDEVELOPMENT 

AREA. 

 

Mayor Beck asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 12-18.  Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Mayor Beck declared Resolution No. 12-18, approved. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 2 

 

None. 

 

At approximately 8:47 p.m., Ms. Mitten moved, Ms. Greenwald seconded, a 

motion to hold a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to 

Subsections (1), (2), and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to 

discuss legal actions, causes of legal action or litigation involving a public 

governmental body, and any confidential or privileged communications between a 
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public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys and leasing 

purchase or sale of real estate by a public governmental body where public 

knowledge of the transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration 

therefore, and documents related to a negotiated contract. AYES: Mr. Vilcek, Mr. 

Jones, Mr. Jacknewitz, Ms. Mitten, Mr. Casey, Ms. Williams, Mr. Notter, Ms. 

Greenwald and Mayor Beck. NAYS: None. Mayor Beck declared the Council 

would meet in closed session. 

 

At approximately 9:34 p.m., Council returned to the open session.  

 

With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 9:35 p.m. 

Ms. Mitten moved, Mr. Jones seconded, a motion to adjourn.  Carried 

unanimously. 

 

Mayor Beck declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

APPROVAL: 

 

________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 

 

 

 

 

 



2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




































